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Bill Type and Number:  Ordinance 2007-832
Sponsor:  Council President at the Request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction:  July 24, 2007
Committee(s) of Reference:  R; F
Date of Analysis:  July 26, 2007
Type of Action:  Consent Decree Authorization; Ordinance Code Waiver
Bill Summary:  This bill authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute a consent decree with the United States Dept. of Justice and the United States Environmental Protection Agency for remedial design and remedial action at 4 sites (Brown’s Dump; Lonnie C. Miller, Sr., Park; Forest Street Incinerator Site; and, Fifth and Cleveland Streets Incinerator Site).  Upon recommendation of the General Counsel, the Mayor, or designee, is authorized to sign decree amendments, provided that any such amendment that would increase the City’s liability shall first be submitted to Council for review and approval.  The need to expeditiously negotiate consulting engineering and construction contracts is declared and certified as a valid public emergency, and the provisions of the Purchasing Code (Chapter 126, Ordinance Code), are waived consistent with the deadlines imposed by the consent decree.  Additionally, the Mayor, or designee, and Corporation Secretary are authorized to execute all documents necessary to effectuate the consent decree, including consulting engineering and construction contracts and amendments thereto.
Background Information:  The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has identified the City as a potentially responsible party under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act at 4 sites where municipal solid waste incinerator ash was disposed.  The City conducted investigations and prepared studies, and EPA has issued records of decision identifying the remedial action to be taken.  The 2006-2011 Capital Improvement Program includes funds to implement remedial action, and the Office of General Counsel has negotiated a consent decree with EPA and the United States Dept. of Justice for such remedial action at the sites.
Policy Impact Area:  Ash Site Remediation; Environmental Protection
Fiscal Impact:  To be determined
Analyst:  Campbell
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